
TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Maccabean Revolt, Messianic Fulfillment—WEEK 2 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Pray for your family to stay together and to support one another always. Now is  
a good time to go to seek out God’s mercy and forgiveness in the Sacrament of   
Reconciliation.  
 
The people of Israel are revolting.   
 

A priest named Mattathias would not sacrifice and worship to a false God.  He  
began a revolt against the king and many people followed him, including his five 
sons.  They fought to defend their faith.   
 

After Mattathias died his son Judas Maccabeus, a brave warrior, became the  
leader.  Judas and his brothers fought many battles against their enemies who 
tried to make the Jews worship pagan gods.  The revolt is known as the          
Maccabean Revolt.  Eventually, the Jewish people won back the city of Jerusalem 
and once again controlled the Temple.  
  
After the Jews won the battle, they purified the Temple, worshipped God, lighted 
oil lamps and celebrated for eight days. Today this Jewish holiday is called      
Hanukkah. 
 

From the time of the Return and Maccabean Revolt until the coming of Christ   
the Jews were at different times ruled by Persia, Greece, Egypt, Syria and Rome. 
These were sad years for the Jews.  Their only comfort was the knowledge that 
the Messiah was soon to come.   
   
Discussion with your Family: 
The Jewish people had great faith and courage during this time.  Do you trust 
God?  In what ways does your faith in God help you in your daily life?  



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Boniface 
 
Feast Day: June 5 
 
Boniface, who was baptized Winfrid, lived in the eighth century. He was a brilliant monk in a 
Benedictine monastery in England. He was the 
head of a school, but he thought God wanted him 
to be a missionary. He went to Frisia (Northern 
Netherlands and Germany) to begin his work. A 
war forced him to return to England for a few 
years, but he did not give up. Next, he journeyed 
to Rome to ask the pope to tell him where to 
serve. Pope Gregory II changed Winfrid’s name 
to Boniface, which means “a man who does good 
deeds.” Then he sent Boniface to eastern       
Germany. 

For nearly 35 years, Boniface traveled all over 
Germany, preaching, teaching, and building 
schools, monasteries, and convents. He went to 
Rome to report to the pope about his work. 
There, the pope ordained him bishop and told 
him to return to Germany to continue missionary 
work. Boniface invited monks and sisters from 
England to come and help him. The monastery at 
Fulda is probably the most famous one started by 
Boniface. 

As an old man, Boniface returned to Frisia to 
work among the pagans. One morning, while he 
was waiting to confirm a group of converts, a 
band of angry natives rushed into the church and 
murdered Boniface and about 50 converts. Today 
Saint Boniface is the patron of Germany. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-boniface 



GOSPEL READING 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 18, 2018 

John 12:20-33 
 

Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we would like to see Jesus." Philip went and told  
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be   glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. 
The Father will honor whoever serves me. 
 
"I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But it was for this 
purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I 
have glorified it and will glorify it again." The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but 
others said, "An angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come 
for my sake but for yours. Now is the time of judgment on this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. And when I am  lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to    
myself." He said this indicating the kind of death he would die. 
   
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031818-year-b.cfm 

Family Connection 

Family life is often a balancing act in which we prioritize and attend to a variety of  
competing needs. We learn the value of putting others’ needs ahead of our own. In 
family life we also learn that when we make personal sacrifices to serve others, we 
gain so much more than we may have lost. 

As you gather as a family, talk about how important it is to your family life to gladly 
serve one another. Ask each person to consider the last time that another family   
member asked for help. What was your response? Did you cheerfully try to honor the 
request, or did you ask “Why me?” Read today’s Gospel, John 12:20-33. How do you 
think Jesus would want us to respond when someone in our family asks for help?     
Invite each family member to make a commitment for the next week to try to respond 
cheerfully to requests for help. Pray together, asking God’s help with this commitment. 
Pray the Prayer of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 


